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A WRITING INSTRUMENT Attorney Docket No. : 
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Date: July 12, 2006 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56, there is hereby 
provided certain information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the 
subject U.S. patent application. It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record if it 
is deemed material to the examination of the application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

la. Kl A list of all patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for 
consideration by the office. 

lb. A legible copy of : 

□ Each publication or that portion which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449; 

□ For each cited pending unpublished U.S. application, the ^plication specification 
including the claims, and any drawing of the application, or portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449 including any claims 
directed to that portion that have been checked to be unavailable at the USPTO's 
private PAIR system; 

i~| An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign 
application or PCT International Search Report; 

n Explanations of relevancy (ATTACHMENT 1(d), hereto) or English language 
abstracts of the non-English language publications; 

n All other information or portion which caused it to be listed on the PTO-1449. 

1 c. 13 Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(aX2Xii). copies of the cited U.S. patents and U.S. 

patent application publications are not submitted herewith unless required by the 
office. 
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Id. □ Pursuant to 1287 OG 163, copies of cited pending unpublished applications that 
are available at the USPTO's private PAIR system are not submitted herewith. 

2. S This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b): 

□ Within three months of the filing date of a national application other than a 
continued prosecution application under §1.5 3(d); 

^ Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 
§ 1 .491 in an international application; 

I 1 Before the mailing of the first Office action on the merits; 

n Before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under §1.114, 

3. 1^ The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fee required or credit any 
overpayment for this Information Disclosure Statement and/or Petition to Jones Day Deposit 
Account No. 50-3013. 

4. S No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability and no representation is made that a search has been made 
(other than a search report of a foreign counterpart application or PCT International Search 
Report if submitted herewith). 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97(g) and (h). 

Respectfully submitted. 

Date: July 12, 2006 

Peter G. Thurlow (Reg. No.) 

JONES DAY 

222 East 4 1st Street 

New York, New York 1 00 1 7 

(212) 326-3694 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Examiner Nwne 



Not Yet Assigned 



Herewith 



Spiros Gratsias et al. 



Not Yet Assigned 



Not Yet Assigned 
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Attorney Docket NtKnber 



11348-22-999 ' 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
iniUais* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Qocurnent 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant PassaQ^^ Relevant 
FiguFes Appear 


Number-Kind Code^^""^"^ 






'^s-2003/(X)99501 A1 


05/29/2003 


Fukushima et at. 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MIM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Coiumns, Lines, 
Wliere Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Cowbv Code^ -Ntanber * "Kind Code* known) 






JP 7-214968 


08/1 5/1995 


Toyoda Gosei Co. Ltd. 










DE 102 28 553 Al 


01/22/2004 


Schwan-SteitMlo etc. 










GB 795,304 


05/21/1958 


Robert Amon 










GB 643,626 


09/20/1950 


Mieczyslaw Maciejevvski 
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Date 
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Considered 
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considered. Include copy of this fonTi with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.ussto.qov or MPEP 90t.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1,98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by tfie pubiic which is to file (and by tiie 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is ^^ated to take 2 h«jrs to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the com^^eted ^Ication form to ^ USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individuai case. Any ajmmonta 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this bunj«n, ^ould be sent to the Chi«f Information OfTicer, U^. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 14S0. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patants, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistaiKe in compietkig the fonn, catt l-aoO-PTO-QIQO (1 -$00-786-91 99) and sefect ofdion 2. 



